
How to write a 

paragraph
Plus some feedback on rough drafts



Coach’s pep talk

 Rough drafts were good

 Lots of good ideas

 Lots of original, interesting ideas

 You guys are thinking about these stories and engaging with them

 Many great discoveries



But, there’s still a lot of work to do

 What I was looking for: fire, a spark, discoveries

 Most of you are still far from a final draft: this is NORMAL

 Most of you have to rewrite most of your drafts: NORMAL

 The rough draft was marked as its own thing. 5/5 is probably still far from a 

final draft

 Don’t forget final draft must be longer: 4 pages (1,200 words, including 

citations)



My comments

 On hard copy: My notes in green

 Detailed comments



You must rewrite your draft

 Rewriting means starting a new draft from scratch. 

 Keep your rough draft open in front of you. Use anything you think is useful.

 With a few exceptions, everyone in this class must rewrite most of their 

drafts. That’s normal! That’s how writing works for everyone. 

 Your second draft will, without a doubt, be better than your rough draft.



Today: you will rewrite / write a 

paragraph 

 Most people could use a refresher on paragraphs

 (I’m referring to body paragraphs in this lesson)



What is a paragraph?



What is a paragraph?

 A collection of sentences that all revolve around one main idea

 You can think of this main idea as a subargument of your thesis statement. 

One main idea that helps develop your thesis.



Example of what I mean by 

“subargument”

 Thesis: “The Big Cat,” by Louise Erdrich, demonstrates how abuse can take 

many forms in romantic relationships. 

 Possible subarguments

 Look at beginning, middle, and end of story

 Look at 3 different key scenes. 

 Look at 2 different types of abuse: inflicted by partner, self-abuse

 Look at 4 different key images: snoring, the film, apartment, their child

 Look at different stages of character’s development: innocence, awareness, regret

 Look at 4 key symbols: wolves, their jobs, nicknames for her family, sleep



Possible structure outline

 Thesis: “The Big Cat,” by Louise Erdrich, demonstrates how abuse can take 

many forms in romantic relationships. 

 Possible subarguments

 Look at beginning, middle, and end of story

 Look at 3 different key scenes. 

 Look at 2 different types of abuse: inflicted by partner, self-abuse

 Look at 4 different key images: snoring, the film, apartment, their child

 Look at different stages of character’s development: innocence, awareness, regret

 Look at 4 key symbols: wolves, their jobs, nicknames for her family, sleep



Possible structure outline

 Thesis: “The Big Cat,” by Louise Erdrich, demonstrates how abuse can take 

many forms in romantic relationships. 

 Para 1: Narrator’s innocence at the beginning of the story

 Para 2: His awareness: Leaving Elida.

 Para 3: relationship with Laurence. Return to innocence?

 Para 4: Regret: causes him to get back with her. Then leads to more regret



How long should a paragraph be?

 About 200-400 words, including citations.

 Between three quarters and a full page, double spaced. 

 About as long as your reading responses. 



How many citations should each 

paragraph contain?

 Between 2 and 4. 



First step:

 Once you have the main idea of your paragraph, you want to find between 2-4 

quotes that will help you develop this idea.

 The way that you connect different quotes is what will make your essay 

unique

 Compare and contrasting quotes is a great strategy. 



First step:

 You want to choose quotes:

 That are of varying lengths. You can have some longer ones, some shorter ones.

 They should have meat on them. Something that you can analyze

 In a paragraph, they can be from similar or different parts of the story. 



Main idea of Emily’s paragraph:

 Thesis: Rao writes with a distinct style and uses contrast to convey the main 

idea that when confronted with a situation of great intensity, one’s true 

nature and desires surface.

 Body paragraph #1: The readers were exposed to two fronts of Kavitha’s

identity: that in which she portrayed for her marriage as well as the brave 

and fearless self she displayed in the berth. 



The citations in this paragraph

 Body paragraph #1: The readers were exposed to two fronts of Kavitha’s identity: 
that in which she portrayed for her marriage as well as the brave and fearless self 
she displayed in the berth. 

 “it was out of habit”, “He’d seemed handsome enough” and “Just be happy he 
doesn’t beat you” (262). 

 “but she secretly wondered if perhaps that is what it would take to bring his gaze 
to life: violence” (262). 

 “Vinod, who was sitting next to Kavitha, reached over and patted her hand, as if 
to calm her, but she was already strangely calm. Even with one of the guards 
standing right next to her, on the other side of the door, close enough to touch, so 
close that his metal rod was within Kavitha’s arm’s reach” (267). 



Next step: Write a proper 

contextualizing sentence for each quote

 Kavitha’s true thoughts regarding her marriage were expressed in this passage 

where she uses language such as “it was out of habit”, “He’d seemed 

handsome enough” and “Just be happy he doesn’t beat you” (262). 

 However, we also learn about her thirst for excitement and something more: 

“but she secretly wondered if perhaps that is what it would take to bring his 

gaze to life: violence” (262). 

 Similarly, her desperation to be in touch with, and subsequently act on her 

feelings become extremely prevalent on the train ride: “Vinod, who was 

sitting next to Kavitha, reached over and patted her hand, as if to calm her, 

but she was already strangely calm. Even with one of the guards standing 

right next to her, on the other side of the door, close enough to touch, so 

close that his metal rod was within Kavitha’s arm’s reach” (267).



Next step: analyze the quote

 Why are you including this quote? What point are you trying to make by 

including this quote?

 Refer to any “fiery” words or images. Refer to any words or images that might 

contain symbolic meaning. Refer to any words or images that are ambiguous. 

 Refer to “useful templates for analyzing” sheet up on blog.



Next step: put it all together

 Depending on how many citations you have, you should have 2 or 3 “chunks.”

 Combine your chunks by simply putting them together.

 Decide on a logical order. Which chunk should come first? Second?



Next step: smooth it out

 Do your “chunks” flow smoothly from one to the other?

 You’ll likely need to add transitions between them. 

 Refer to “useful transitions” sheet.



Next step: look at first sentence of 

paragraph

 It’s nice if the first sentence of your paragraph neatly introduced the main 

idea it will discuss. It’s not essential, but it can help unify your paper.

 The readers were exposed to two fronts of Kavitha’s identity: that in which 

she portrayed for her marriage as well as the brave and fearless self she 

displayed in the berth. 


