
Rough Drafts + How to 

discuss a literary element

Plus plus: the second method for integrating citations. 



Your criteria for Reading Responses

• We think that students should go beyond the text and not state the obvious. 

They should show a clear understanding by analysis and questioning the 

story. Use all literary devices necessary to express what the story means to 

them.

• The most important thing for students to do in these responses is to 

demonstrate a deeper understanding of  the story while being able to justify 

their interpretations based on quotes from the story.



Your criteria for Reading Responses

• We think that the most important thing for students to have in their 

responses is original thought and to ask questions. Rather than grasping for 

the most obvious answer.

• Students should be able to express their feelings towards what they think 

about the story by asking questions and thinking about different varieties of  

answers that connects to the story.



Your criteria for Reading Responses

•
The most important thing for students to do in these responses is to be 

certain of  what your argument is and be direct in your explanation.



Rough Draft: Purpose

• To begin coming up with ideas for your review

• To write a messy, disorganized, rough draft

• To hopefully make discoveries through writing. 



Rough draft. I mean “rough"

• Get started.

• Get your ideas on paper

• Don’t judge. Don’t edit. 

• Try to write quickly without thinking about what you’re writing

• Discoveries come through the act of  writing. 



What you need to produce

• 1) List the following:

• What short story are you reviewing?

• What theme and/or literary element will you be investigating in this 

story?



What you need to produce

• 2) Write 5 drafts of  your one-sentence thesis statement

• 5 different versions.

• You can change a word here and there, or write a complete different 

sentence



What you need to produce

• 3) Write a partial rough draft. 

• Your partial rough draft must be at least three double-spaced pages (final 

draft will be four).

• You must have enough citations in your draft. 

• You don’t need to start at the beginning, with an intro. You can just start 

with one of  your body paragraphs, if  that makes it easier for you. 



How you will be graded (5 marks)

• You’ve written three double spaced pages (1 mark)

• You have enough citations from various parts of  the story (1 mark)

• You are discussing one theme and/or literary element (1 mark)

• You are digging beneath the surface of  the action and looking for meaning 

underneath (1 mark)

• You are discussing the character arc (1 mark)



• Your rough draft must be handed in as a hard copy at the beginning of  

class on October 5.

• It must be double spaced and formatted according to MLA 

instructions. 



Literary element (AKA literary devices)

• Conventional  terms used to discuss literature

• If  you’re discussing a hockey game: puck possession, shooting percentage, 

body checks, shots on goal, power play percentage, ice time, etc.

• Business performance: sales, marketing, human resources, capital, accounts 

payable, accounts receivable, growth, projected growth, etc.



List of  common literary elements

• Imagery 

• Symbolism

• Character (thoughts, words, actions)

• Metaphorical meanings

• Setting (descriptions of  place and time)

• Dialogue

• Emotions

• Objects

• Point of  view (who is telling me the story?)

• Language and style



List of  common literary elements

• Imagery 

• Symbolism

• Character (thoughts, words, actions)

• Metaphorical meanings

• Setting (descriptions of  place and time)

• Dialogue

• Emotions

• Objects

• Point of  view (who is telling me the story?)

• Language and style



Your Short Story Review

• You can choose to base your discussion around the use of  ONE literary 

element. (or one theme. Or a combination of  both)

• You can still discuss other ones. These things don’t exist in isolation. But, 

you’ll dominantly base your discussion around one. 



Why focus on one literary element?

• Gives unity to your paper

• Creates patterns, connections

• Allows you to go deeper into this one element

• Feels less like a list (“I will discuss imagery, and character, and setting…”)



Your Short Story Review

• So, choose the one you think gives you the most to talk about in the story. 



Review of  mechanics: 

first method for integrating citations

• Write a complete sentence, followed by a colon.

• After one of  the men in the berth is beaten for defending his sister, we are 

left with a gruesome image: “Blood…was now covering the floor of  the 

berth, pooling around their shoes. My shoes, Kavitha thought” (265).



Second method for integrating citations

• Write a part of  a sentence, followed by a comma.

• While Wallace is lying on the canvas, “[it] took him a second to understand 

that the field of  light around Coach Vee’s face was coming from the ceiling” 

(83).



Second method for integrating citations

• Write a part of  a sentence, followed by a comma.

• This also works with the words like: says, asks, tells, explains, etc.

• Right before the fight, Coach Vee says, “If  you take him down, flatten him, 

and feed him some elbows…my guess is he’ll start thinking of  all the other 

places he’d rather be” (83).



Looking for patterns in literary elements

• The most interesting thing about a literary element, is how it all works 

together to produce a specific effect. 

• The soundtrack of  The Omen imbues the entire film with a feeling of  

creepiness. 

• Sin City is shot in a very dark lighting throughout, adding to the sense of  

grittiness. 



Examples of  “thesis statements” that discuss a 

literary element

• The small-town setting of  “Happy Endings” adds a lot of  dramatic tension 

to the story because of  how it influences McHenry’s feeling of  always being 

watched. 

• The point of  view of  “You’ll Apologize If  You Have To” highlights 

perception can completely shape a person’s state of  mind. 

• “Kavitha and Mustafa” relies on striking imagery that really enhance the 

protagonist’s sense of  imprisonment. 



The [literary element] helps reveal [a theme].

• The small-town setting of  “Happy Endings” adds a lot of  dramatic tension 

to the story because of  how it influences McHenry’s feeling of  always being 

watched. 

• The point of  view of  “You’ll Apologize If  You Have To” highlights how 

perception can completely shape a person’s state of  mind. 

• “Kavitha and Mustafa” relies on striking imagery that really enhances the 

protagonist’s sense of  imprisonment. 



Looking for patterns in literary elements

• If  you choose to write about a literary element in your Short Story Review, 

you’ll have to make a statement about how this literary element creates a 

specific effect, or helps reveal a specific theme. 


