
Identity

By Kaela, Sahar, Marie-Claude, Avishek, Patryk, Mat, kyle



Identity is defined as…

- The distinguishing character or 

personality of an individual. 

The characteristics determining who or 

what a person or thing is.

- The qualities, characteristics and 

values of a person or group that make 

them different from others.

Dictionary Definition



- Shaped by interactions with family, peers, 

organizations, institutions, media and other 

connections we make in our everyday life.

- Key facets of identity: gender, social class, 

age, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity

- These play significant roles in determining 

how we understand and experience the 

world, as well as shaping the types of 

opportunities and challenges we face.

Dictionary Definition (cont)



Examples of Identity in “Happy Endings”

 At the beginning of the story, McHenry’s identity is defined by his 

place in his family.

 “All his life, McHenry had lived with someone watching him: a 

mother, a father, a wife, a daughter, his customers.” (page 32)

 Right away, we see McHenry does not need to look for emotional 

support or a place to belong, because it has been set for him. 



How McHenry’s Identity Changes

 This changes after his wife passes away and his daughter leaves for 

work, and he realizes he no longer has his family to assert his 

belonging; “He wasn’t expecting to find himself with nobody 

watching, but here he was, age fifty-nine” (page 32). 

McHenry finds himself plagued by isolation, in need of care and 

attention. 



How McHenry’s Identity Changes

 After selling his business, he looks for purpose and fulfillment in his 

lonely life. Desperate, McHenry goes to Bangkok Sunshine. 

 “He felt light and free…McHenry hoped he was in the right place” 

(page 35-36) We can see that McHenry is looking for a new place 

to belong. The massage makes him feel the acceptance and 

desire that he yearns for. 


