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What is Imagery?

 Imagery is language that appeals to our senses 

through description, improving the literary 

experience. 

 Imagery has many forms, generally pertaining to 

each of the five senses. 

 Imagery will generally pertain to one or two 

senses at a time.



What is symbolism?

 The literary art of investing meaning into certain 

elements of a piece of literature, towards the 

goal of conveying a message.

 Symbolism in literature allows a deeper meaning 

to everyday objects. It is used as a tool to 

understand the story clearly.

 Symbolism can be used to represent the 

characters inner self of used to moralize the 

story.



Imagery and symbolism: the massage 

parlor

 During Mchenry’s first visit  to the massage parlor, it is described as very run down, 

sketchy area.

“His pickup was the only car in he lot. A pink building with the word massage in red 

neon, a white door. Momentum carried him inside where a young not-quite-so-

pretty Asian girl in a swinsuit top and a piece of flowery cloth for a skirt sat 

reading a magazine in a language McHenry didn’t recognize.” 

 Despite his fear of judgement from others, he ultimately discovers that what others 

think does not matter and feels “light” and “free”. He feels that it is morally 

incorrect to be there, yet cannot prove it otherwise.



“HAPPY ENDINGS”

 This story proves the double meaning to this words. It symbolizes 

several aspects of the protagonist:

 The literal meaning is the sensual massage, 

 Versus the symbolic meaning which is the positive ending to the 

story.

 The act of fulfilling expectations for others and going beyond of 

what others wanted of him “He learned to act like a father when 

his daughter was around and a husband when Marnie needed him 

around.” has ended as he is finally 



Adele

 Adele, the best friend of McHenry’s deceased wife symbolizes the social 

expectations of society that our protagonist is worried about. He is afraid of not 

being accepted and constantly debates his “ immoral acts”. 

 Adele represents the general public view on his actions.

“What would Adele have thought? But he knew as he asked the question that she 

would have disliked him for it. It was just a rule. But who made the rule?” 
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