
Intro to Fiction
Analysis: what to look for, what to pay attention to while reading, 

what to write about



All stories are about the same thing

• Somebody wants something, but is having trouble getting it. 
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• So, figuring out what the protagonist wants, and what is standing in the 
way of them getting it is a good first step when thinking about a story.  

• Think of a movie that several people in your group have seen. Write 
down what the protagonist wants, and what is standing in their way. 



Character

• Complete the following fill in the blank exercise:

• (He or she) is ______________, ________________, and 
___________________ (3 adjectives).

• More than anything in the world, (he or she) wants ___________

• But (he or she) can’t get it, because _____________

• (He or she) is very good at _________

• And very bad at __________

• (He or she) loves ____________

• And hates _______________

• I would/wouldn’t like to be friends with this person because 
_____________



Patterns

• Analysis: 

• a method of studying the nature of something or of 
determining its essential features and their relations 
(dictionary.com).



Patterns

• Pattern: 

• a combination of qualities, acts, tendencies, etc., forming a

consistent or characteristic arrangement (dictionary.com).

You can also think of a pattern as a series of connections. 



Your brain

• “Your brain contains billions of nerve cells arranged in patterns
that coordinate thought, emotion, behavior, movement and 
sensation. A complicated highway system of nerves connects your 
brain to the rest of your body, so communication can occur in split 
seconds. Think about how fast you pull your hand back from a hot 
stove. While all the parts of your brain work together, each part is 
responsible for a specific function — controlling everything from 
your heart rate to your mood” (“How your brain works,” 
mayoclinic.org).



Intelligence/Creativity

• “It turns out that the more variable a brain is, and the more its 
different parts frequently connect with each other, the higher a 
person's IQ and creativity are” (“Human intelligence measured in 
the brain,” sciencedaily.com).



Patterns/connections in stories

• So, in reading a story, you want to pay attention to how all the 
different parts relate and connect with each other.



Patterns/connections in stories

• Consider how these literary elements work together to create a 
specific effect:
• Imagery

• Character (thoughts, words, actions)

• Metaphorical meanings

• Setting (descriptions of place and time)

• Dialogue

• Emotions

• Objects

• Point of view (who is telling me the story?)

• Language and style

• Etc.


