
Openings & closings



Opening

 Notice I’m not calling it an “intro”. 

 Here’s where you can feel most free to deviate from standard 
essay intro blah blah

 You can establish a warm, genuine, human voice here. 



Things you 
need to have in 
opening

 Story title. “In quotation marks”

 The author’s name. Spelled correctly!

 A brief summary of the story. A few sentences. 

 Your thesis. Probably somewhere near the end of the paragraph. 
Last sentence usually works nicely. 



That sounds 
like  a boring 
essay intro

 Sure does. But, does it have to? Look again at the stipulations. You 
can still write it in an interesting way. 



Remember the 
audience

 People who may be interested in purchasing this anthology. 

 People who have read these stories and would like a different 
perspective on them. 

 People who were moved in some way by these stories (maybe 
they loved some, hated others). 

 People who buy short story collections. People who love literature 
and love to read.



And purpose

 To offer a particular perspective on one of the stories in this book. 
 Was it a worthwhile story to read? Why or why not?

 Does it resonate with you? Why or why not?

 What one major thing struck you about the story?

 Does it open your eyes to a complex human truth?



Things you can 
try

 Open up with a “hook”

 Open up with a connection to our world

 Open up with a more general statement about the value of stories



Energy

 Whatever you do, try to open with energy. Are you excited by your 
essay? Do you like it? If not, think about one thing you like about 
it. What’s your favourite part of the essay? Think about that when 
you write your intro. 

 If you think your essay is dreary, your intro will be dreary



Opening with 
general 
statement

 “Is there anything more depressing than opening up your 
Facebook feed to see a ‘friend’ complaining about how their 
partner just left them?”

 “Being alone is boring.”

 “Close your eyes.”

 “Italian salad dressing, it turns out, has nothing to do with Italy.”

 “Breakfast is definitely not the most important meal of the day. 
It’s snack.”

 These sentences have energy. They are original. 



General 
statements are 
dangerous

 “We live in an age when no one talks to anyone anymore.”

 “Technology is taking over our lives.”

 “The media is controlling us.”

 “Capitalism is an evil force that must be destroyed if we are going 
to progress as a society.”

 What is wrong with these statements?



General 
statements are 
dangerous

 “We live in an age when no one talks to anyone anymore.”

 “Technology is taking over our lives.”

 “The media is controlling us.”

 “Capitalism is an evil force that must be destroyed if we are going 
to progress as a society.”

 It’s very easy to write complete bullshit when writing a general 
statement.

 Ask yourself: is this true?



General 
statements are 
dangerous

 “Our partners are people we are supposed to love and cherish.”

 “Everyone eats food to survive.”

 “We are relying more on more on technology.”

 What is wrong with these statements?



General 
statements are 
dangerous

 “Our partners are people we are supposed to love and cherish.”

 “Everyone eats food to survive.”

 “We are relying more on more on technology.”

 It’s very easy to write statements that are so obvious, they are 
basically meaningless.

 What is the point of saying this?



Don’t use the 
word “you”

 This is a story about how you feel when someone leaves you.

 This is a story about how one woman feels after her husband 
leaves her.

 This is the story about how people feel after they’ve been 
betrayed. 



Which one has 
the most 
energy?

 “Technology is taking over our lives.”

 “We are relying more on more on technology.”

 “Is there anything more depressing than opening up your 
Facebook feed to see a ‘friend’ complaining about how their 
partner just left them?”



Be original

 First sentence in essay is the most important one.

 And then every single one after that is the most important.

 Be original in your opening.

 Try.

 Be tasteful. What kind of writing do you like? Try to write like this.



The first 
sentence you 
write should 
never make it 
into your 
essay.

 “The first draft of anything is shit.” –Hemingway (according to 
Internet)

 Don’t settle for the first thing you wrote. Have more respect for 
your reader than that.



You can totally 
include all 
these 
elements and 
still be original.

 Story title. “In quotation marks”

 The author’s name. Spelled correctly!

 A brief summary of the story. A few sentences. 

 Your thesis. Probably somewhere near the end of the paragraph. 
Last sentence usually works nicely. 



The ending
 Again, I’m not saying a “conclusion.” 

 The last paragraph is important, but not the most important thing. 
If we’ve gotten to the end, you’ve done your job. 



Some tips

 Don’t start with “in conclusion…”. Barf.

 Don’t summarize all your main points. You already said your main 
points. Why say them again? 

 Make it short. Get in and get out. Two, three, four sentences is 
plenty. 



More don’ts
 No morals, please. “The story tells us that you must hold on to 

what you love, no matter the consequences.”

 These words should not exist in your conclusion (or probably 
anywhere in your essay): must, should, have to. 



What you can 
do in a closing 
paragraph

 Think of it this way: you went on a voyage of discovery. 

 How have your thoughts about this topic changed from when you 
first read the story?

 Are there any questions that you still have? You don’t have time to 
include them in this essay. Let’s say you were going to write 
another, different essay about this story. What questions might 
you ask?

 You can discuss links to our world. 

 Say something about the theme that you haven’t already said. 



Ending
 The key is to keep it short. You don’t need to do much at the end.

 It’s great to leave off with a killer line. But don’t stress about it too 
much. 



Title: Option 1

 Traditional analytical essay-style

 Statement of theme + in + “Title of Story”

 The Glory of Redemption in “Sticks”

 The Elusiveness of Dreams in “Unsafe at any Speed”



Title: Option 2

 Long-winded academic-style

Short quote from story: + Statement of theme + in + “Title of Story”

 Seeds of Meanness: The Glory of Redemption in “Sticks”

 A Seductive Glimpse of Red Upholstery: The Elusiveness of 
Dreams in “Unsafe at any Speed”



Title: Option 3
 Off the grid.

 A catchy, tasteful, well-written title that you like. 

 Given the form we’re writing in, you don’t need an academic title



Works Cited
 MLA style. 

 Google it. 



Notes for Jeff
 Block quotes

 Blog misc.


