
Self-assessments + 

creativity



Self-assessments

 Many of you value creativity

 The freedom to express yourself, your ideas

 Bored by teacher giving you ideas and having to repeat them in essays

 English classes can be all kind of the same



Your feelings about your own writing

 “I want to improve my writing skills so that I can feel good about my 

writing.”

 You must feel good about your writing first. Then, and only then, is it 

possible to improve your writing skills. In fact, if you go from feeling bad to 

feeling good about your writing skills, then you’ve already improved your 

skills dramatically. 



The only writing lesson that matters

 Writing is HARD

 You are a great writer: think of how many things you do well vs. how many 

things you can’t do well yet. 

 You want to be a great writer? Say, “I am a great writer.” Mean it. 

 (You still have to work hard. Hard work is essential, but hard work can 

become more joyful when you feel good about your own skills)



The value of creative work



“Framework for Success in 

Postsecondary Writing” (quoted in 

Sullivan, 16)

 Curiosity—the desire to know more about the world. 

 Openness—the willingness to consider new ways of being and thinking in the world. 

 Engagement—a sense of investment and involvement in learning. 

 Creativity—the ability to use novel approaches for generating, investigating, and representing 

ideas. 

 Persistence—the ability to sustain interest in and attention to short- and long-term projects. 

 Responsibility—the ability to take ownership of one’s actions and understand the consequences 
of those actions for oneself and others. 

 Flexibility—the ability to adapt to situations, expectations, or demands. 

 Metacognition—the ability to reflect on one’s own thinking as well as on the individual and 

cultural processes used to structure knowledge. 



Habits of Mind

 “Creativity is no longer considered a capacity that only 

a few “creative” or “gifted” people mysteriously and 

magically possess. It is now theorized as a common and 

shared human intellectual capacity”

 ”The Unessay,” by Patrick Sullivan, page 12



“Imaginative Response,” by Christian 

Knoeller

 “Writing imaginatively in response to literary works engages 

students with a text, enriches their appreciation, and yields 

valuable insights into interpreting the work. A natural 

consequence of imaginative response appears to be close 

and, importantly, focused rereading…Accordingly, after 

students have explored a work imaginatively, their 

interpretations are often considerably more thoughtful and 

complex.”
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