
WRITING YOUR ROUGH 

DRAFT



FROM SELF-ASSESSMENT #2

 “No matter how well I know something there is always a bit of 

tension inside me that thinks about the outcome at the end.”

 “I often get writer’s block. It creates stress and I cannot write my 

best.”



YOUR FEELINGS

 Your feelings about your work are the number factor that will 

influence the outcome



YOUR FEELINGS

 If  you tell yourself you can’t do something, then you can’t

 If you tell yourself that what you produce will be bad, it will



YOUR FEELINGS

 If  you tell yourself you can do something, then you can

 If you tell yourself that what you produce will be great, amazing, 
outstanding, it will



 Participation 10%



 Reading Responses 15%*



 Classroom work 10%*



 Self-Assessment journal 10%



 Short story assignment 20%

 5%: Rough draft

 15%: Final draft



 Novel Assignment 35%

 5%: Rough Draft

 5%: Peer evaluation

 5%: Team Work

 5%: Showcase

 15%: Final Draft 

30% of final grade I mark difficulty

70% of final grade I mark easily



THE VALUE OF MEDITATION

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xAeJKgupPI&index=12&list

=PLXACTLb52HAogDH-VcVNQLfuSYpopVRhu

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DmqI1u72QLU&list=PLXACTL

b52HAogDH-VcVNQLfuSYpopVRhu&index=13

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xAeJKgupPI&index=12&list=PLXACTLb52HAogDH-VcVNQLfuSYpopVRhu
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DmqI1u72QLU&list=PLXACTLb52HAogDH-VcVNQLfuSYpopVRhu&index=13


 “If every eight year old in the world is taught meditation, we will 

eliminate violence from the world in one generation.”

 Dalai Lama



 Meditation at Dawson

 Moday to Friday, 12:15-12:45 in 8A.2



 “Life is much too important to be taken seriously.”

 Oscar Wilde (paraphrased slightly)



TAKE A STEP BACK

 What is most important to you in life?



SCHOOL IS AN INSTITUTION

 Too many classes, grades, different teachers’ expectations, tests, 

essays, R-scores, University applications, pressure from parents, 

etc. 

 School is designed to make you stressed. It is a design flaw.



WHAT YOU CAN CONTROL

 Read the story over a couple of times, carefully

 Put in the amount of time that is possible for you (this class 

demands 3 hours of HW per week.)

 Focus on the process, not the final product.

 Do your best.

 Think positively.

 Love yourself.



WHAT YOU CAN’T CONTROL

 What other people (including your teacher) will think about your 

work

 Your grade



IN THE GRAND SCHEME OF THINGS, 

THIS ASSIGNMENT IS NOT IMPORTANT

 One day, you will forget all this. 

 This class, like all experiences, will change you in some way.

 But, no matter what happens on this assignment, you will have a 
beautiful, magical, and charmed life. 

 All you have to do is believe that you will. 



THESIS STATEMENTS

 At 9:30 this morning, I read the ones that are there

 They’re excellent

 They still need work. They’re not finished products yet. 

 BUT, they are strong. The idea are original, interesting, and have 

the potential to turn into great reviews. 



DON’T JUST STATE A FACTUAL TRUTH

 “Wild Turkey is on a loop, unable to differentiate reality from 

fantasy because he suffers from PTSD.”



WRITE SOMETHING SOMEONE COULD 

POSSIBLY DISAGREE WITH

 “ Pain influenced Wild Turkey’s perception of reality, therefore he 

chooses to live through reoccurring memories.”



WRITE SOMETHING SOMEONE COULD 

POSSIBLY DISAGREE WITH

 “ Pain influenced Wild Turkey’s perception of reality, therefore he 

chooses to live through reoccurring memories.”



DON’T BE TOO VAGUE

 ““Kavitha and Mustafa,” by Shobha Rao explores what it is that 

creates strong relationships between people.”



BE SPECIFIC

 “The short story Moving On, By Diane Cook, uses character 

image to express how people stop themselves from being free, 

by blaming society of doing so.”



BE CAREFUL TO NOT OVERSIMPLIFY THE 

PROTAGONIST OR THEIR STRUGGLE

 “Diane Cook’s “Moving On” the narrator’s poor will power makes 

her easy manipulated by the placement team.”



TREAT THE PROTAGONIST AS A 

COMPLICATED CHARACTER

 Assume the protagonist is good, and they are acting for a good 

reason. 

 “Diane Cook’s “Moving on” is about the importance of the 
grieving process and how an interrupted one renders someone 

psychologically very vulnerable to manipulation.”



DON’T TRY TO CRAM TOO MUCH IN

 “In ‘‘Moving On’’, the author gives the readers a glimpse of the 

main character’s mind as well as her repressed thoughts which 

allows the readers to have a better understanding of how hard it 
can be to start over without any landmark.”



YOU WANT ONE CLEAR IDEA

 “Shobha Rao’s “Kavitha and Mustafa” puts forward the idea that

when confronted with a situation of great intensity, one’s true 

nature is revealed.”



YOU NOW HAVE A FIRST DRAFT OF A 

THESIS. NEXT STEP: SECOND DRAFT

 “Through the use of symbolism, in the story “Moving On” by Diane 

Cook, we can see how real human emotions are oppressed by 

societies expectations.”



YOU NOW HAVE A FIRST DRAFT OF A 

THESIS. NEXT STEP: SECOND DRAFT

 “Through the use of symbolism, in the story “Moving On” by Diane 

Cook, we can see how real human emotions are oppressed by 

societies expectations.”

 True. But, a little obvious.

 This is perhaps the first, most immediate thought you had about 

this story. How can you develop it further?



STEP ONE: SIMPLIFY

 “Through the use of symbolism, in the story “Moving On” by Diane 

Cook, we can see how real human emotions are oppressed by 

societies expectations.”



STEP TWO: IDENTIFY CONCEPTS THAT 

CAN BE EXPLORED FURTHER

 “Through the use of symbolism, in the story “Moving On” by Diane 

Cook, we can see how emotions are oppressed by societies 

expectations.”



STEP THREE: ASK COMPLICATED, 

INTERESTING QUESTIONS

 “Through the use of symbolism, in the story “Moving On” by Diane 
Cook, we can see how emotions are oppressed by societies 
expectations.”

 What is the relationship between emotion and expectation?

 What are the narrator’s emotions? How does she express them?

 Can anyone else’s expectations every really affect us? Or is it our 
own expectations? 

 What is oppression?

 Who or what is oppressing the narrator?



IS IT INTERESTING?

 The biggest test for a thesis statement: 

 Is this interesting to me? 

 Can I write an interesting review that revolves around this?



HOW TO PROCEED WITH ROUGH 

DRAFT

 Reread the story, carefully. With your “working thesis” in hand, look for as much 

evidence that relates to it as possible. 

 As you’re reading, copy out as many quotes that seem useful and interesting as 

possible onto a Word doc. Copy more than you need.

 Group the quotes into ones that contain similar ideas. These groupings could form 

paragraphs. 

 Write the draft. If your idea for your thesis changes as you are writing, or once you 

finish your draft, this is terrific. 



SHORT OF IDEAS?

 Reread the story, or an important passage from the story.

 Look back at the classroom work we produced on the story. 

 Read other people’s opinions, thoughts on-line

 Look up any broader concepts or ideas on line

 Be sure to cite anything found on-line or from any secondary 

sources


