
Plus-Check-Minus criteria for Reading Responses 

 

Technical requirements: 

 

• You must write at least 200 words, not including citations. 

• And you must attend class on a day an assignment is due.  

• As a general rule, you don’t need to introduce your response. Just get right into it. These 

are short responses. Don’t start by summarizing the story. Just start answering the 

question right away. I’ve read these stories and they’re fresh in my mind. No need for an 

intro. Just get into it. 

 

 

 

Criteria Plus Check  Minus 

1) Attention 

to detail 

You go into specific detail 

about one or two specific 

moments from the story. If 

including a quote, look at 

specific words or images in 

that quote. Raise ambiguities, 

conflicts, contradictions, 

questions.  

Your response includes 

more summary than is 

necessary. It’s possible that 

you’ve offered a broad 

general summary of large 

parts of the story rather than 

honing in on one or two 

specific moments.  

 

It appears that you haven’t 

read the story closely 

enough.    

 

2) Creative 

thinking  

You have at least one new 

or unique thought that goes 

beyond the most obvious 

answer. 

You do a good enough job 

of answering the question. 

It’s possible that you’ve 

settled on the most obvious 

or immediate answer. 

 

You don’t really answer the 

question. 

3) 

Surprising 

discoveries 

By the end of your response, 

you’ve gotten to a 

surprising place. That is, 

through writing your 

response, you actually came 

up with an idea you didn’t 

have when you started 

writing. You can do this by 

looking closely at specific 

moments from the story. You 

can also do this by asking a 

series of difficult questions 

and attempting to answer 

them.  

 

Your ideas are true enough, 

but perhaps you haven’t 

reached any surprising 

discoveries through writing 

your responses. You may 

have some repetition. 

 

You have one or two ideas 

that you keep repeating.  

 

 

*Your response may 

demonstrate an unacceptable 

level of typos.  

 

 


