
Marie-Claude Champoux’s Short Story Review Rough Draft 

  Jeff’s general notes: Great draft. I love the tone: it is genuine, personable, and 

human. The “I” sentences are great.  My biggest note: in thesis, be more specific. 

In body of essay: don’t repeat word “pretending” so much. Instead, explain what 

you mean by pretending. This will force you to go deeper into theme. This is a good 

basis from which to expand on for a final draft.  

  

The short story, ‘‘Moving On’’, written by Diane Cook tells the story of widowed 

women who just lost her husband due to illness. She needs to leave everything behind her 

including her house, her car and her memories except ‘‘two bags of essentials, good for 

any climate’’. (44) The placement team comes to pick her and bring her to a prison-like 

basement where she is going to start her process of moving on and when she’ll be ready, 

a new man chooses her as being a potential wife.  The headspace of the author while 

writing this short story might explain the tone of the story, ‘‘I was thinking about being 

left behind. I was thinking about all the risks we take when we love someone and all the 

ways we might try to protect ourselves.’’ (357) In Diane Cook’s ‘‘Moving On’’, the idea 

of pretending is expressed through the main character’s thoughts as well as through 

imagery.  

 From the instant that I’ve read the beginning of the story, I was immediately 

touched emotionally, I truly felt her despair throughout these lines. In fact, this is her last 

moment in her house before she moves to the prison-like basement, she is left alone with 

all her memories which reminds her of her dead husband.  

Commented [JG1]: Is this necessary ? Quotes should 
serve analytical purpose. This one seems completely factual.  

Commented [JG2]: I like the incorporation of author 
quote. This quote clearly serves an important purpose.  

Commented [JG3]: Absolutely. But can you be ore 
specific than saying « pretending is expressed » ?  

Commented [JG4]: I like the personal touch here.  



 ‘‘They let me tend to my husband’s burial and settle his affairs. Which means I 

 can stay in my house, pretend he is away on business while I stand in the closet 

 and smell his clothes. I can cook dinner for two and throw the rest away, or 

 overeat, depending on my mood.’’ (44) 

The narrator ‘‘pretends’’ that she is okay and she wants to give this impression by the 

way she acts. However, deep down inside her, she knows that this is all false. She just 

lost someone she loved for several years, how can she pretend to be alright? In fact, she is 

not.  In an interview with Tin House, Diane explains how the letter the protagonist is 

writing to her window friend was an important moment: ‘‘Then she wrote the letter. That 

was the last new thing and to me, it is the most important part of the story’’ (interview). 

This might explain why the authors put so much emphasis on this letter. At the first place, 

this main character was writing this letter to her window friend she met once at the bingo 

but they she heard that he was chosen. However, while reading the letter to her manager, 

the protagonist comes to awareness and realized that the entire time, she was lying to 

herself and she was pretending to be okay, to have moved on.   

 ‘‘I read it. My handwriting is looped and sleepy. […] I wrote a lot, and reread it 

 obsessively to make it right. […] In the letter, I am begging. My tone near 

 hysterics. […] I won’t forget to do small things like pick up the dry cleaning or 

 rake the leaves. Of course, I’m writing to my husband. […] Here is my love letter, 

 my apology; please come home. (52)  

She realized by herself that the whole time when she was asking to change her memories, 

in deep down inside her, she was still thinking of her dead husband.  

Commented [JG5]: Already I feel like I’ve read this word 
too many times. And it’s only the second paragraph. 

Commented [JG6]: Great idea.  



In the prison-like basement, she’s inside, the instructors seem to see the process of 

forgetting someone as being very formal which seems completely absurd from the 

perspective of the main character. ‘‘I’m supposed to pretend our wedding day was lonely, 

and that rather than love and happiness, I felt doubt, dread. It’s all very hard.’’ (46) She 

simply doesn't understand how erasing how her memories with her dead husband will 

make her forget him because every time she tries to change her memories, it has the 

contrary effect.  

 

 The concept of pretending is also expressed throughout the story with the use of 

imagery. In fact, the classes in which the narrator attends in her path to moving, the 

instructors gave her some techniques and one of them including the changes in her 

memory. ‘‘We’re each given a framed picture of a man, some model, and I take it back to 

my cell and put it by my bed as instructed. I’m supposed to replace my husband’s face in 

my memory with the man’s face while being careful not get too attached […]. (46) This 

image shows what the protagonist needs to do in order to move on which the only effect 

it has on her is that she thinks more and more about her husband.  

Especially before sleeping, ‘‘In bed, I imagine my husband lying beside me, warming the 

rubber-coated mattress, beneath the thin sheet so many women have slept under before 

me. (48)’’ The more she tries to forget him, the more she ends up thinking more about 

him, however, even if she pretends that those techniques are working, at the end while 

writing the letter, she realized that they didn’t have any effect and she never really moved 

on.  

Commented [JG7]: Peer reviewer wrote : « In what ways 
does it have a contrary effect ? » I think this is a good 
question. Elaborate.  



 This short story is also a projection of our society’s expectation toward the 

concept of ‘‘moving on’’. In fact, the prison-like basement where the narrator comes is, 

in fact, a projection of the society’s expectations. Everywhere, on the news, and 

especially on social medias, everybody is pretending to have a wonderful life, that they 

do not have any kind of problems, which we all know that this is false.  We live in a 

society that is individualistic, nobody relies on anyone, people who are experiencing hard 

things are most of the time left on their own without any resources available. Moreover, 

in our society, we do accord a lot about the judgments of others, as well as the narrators 

do when makes remarks about her neighbors about her husband’s promotion gift. She 

thought that ‘‘It’s also a big family car, which will appeal to the neighbors, who all have 

big families. We hadn’t started our own yet.’’ (44) This shows how she does care about 

what other might think of her. The idea of pretending revolves around the story but this 

concept also revolves around of society and like the narrator says at the end, ‘‘We all deal 

with things differently’’ (53). 

 

Commented [JG8]: I like the connections to our world. A 
useful digression. At the same time, make sure everything 
you’re saying is true. Is it true that “nobody relies on 
anyone?” 


