
Historical context and themes 

Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao 



The era of Trujillo 

 Dominican Republic: 1931-1961 

 Dictator, established a kleptocracy  

 Reign of terror: murder, violence, intimidation 

 Blanquismo: anti-Haitian xenophobia, sought to add more 

whites to population by encouraging immigration from 

Europe 



Cuban revolution 

 1956-1959 

 Fidel Castro, Raul Castro, Ernesto “Che” Guevara 

 Overthrew dictatorial Batista with socialist, and later 

communist government 



Colonialism  

 One country arriving in a less developed country, usually 

populated by natives, and completely imposing their will on 

them culturally, politically, economically, and in every way. 

 Often results in genocide and continued exploitation of 

native population.  

 Often results in varied, multi-faceted, and confusing notion 

of national identity.  

 



Dominican Republic  

 Indigenous population: Tainos 

 Colonized by: 

 Spain (three different times) 

 France (two different times. 

 Haiti 

 USA (twice) 

 Achieved independence in 1924 (except for 1955-56) 

 



How this plays into Oscar Wao 
 Arrival of Europeans in Hispaniola: Fuku is born. Tainos are 

both victims of it (colonialization), but in turn, unleash Fuku 
on the world. 

 Europeans and Tainos are both victims and catalysts for Fuku 

  Trujillo: mystical, powerful figure. Whoever opposes him is 
hit by Fuku 

 In a way, all Dominicans are victims of Fuku, children of both 
colonialization and Trujillo 

 Many (like Oscar’s family) were forced to leave Dominican 
Republic because of political situation. Were forced to escape 
to USA, a white, “European” nation.  



Themes that arise in Oscar Wao 

 Identity: American? Dominican?  

 Inheritance or nationality as a kind of curse 

 Violence: Imposing one’s will 

 Of colonialization 

 Of Trujillo 

 Patterns of violence in relationships 

 Black vs. white.  

 Beli’s skin colour.  

 The prevalence of colour for people’s perceptions.  

 Self-reference as “negritas,” “niggers,” etc.  


