
The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao: Chapter 3 Study Questions 

 

1. Beli calls her pregnancy “The magic she’d been waiting for” (136). What does this suggest about 

the nature of magic in this novel? 

2. Why is it noteworthy that Beli only remembers that the Gangster told her to get rid of the baby 

years later, freezing in basement apartments in the Bronx and working her fingers to the bone 

(137)? 

3. What is the greater meaning behind the narrator saying, “I’m sure you all guessed that. I mean, he 

was dominicano, after all” (138)? 

4. What’s interesting about the fact that La Fea was rumored to have been “a pro herself in the time 

before the rise of her brother” (139)? 

5. What is significant about the fact that the narrator says, “shit, who can keep track of what’s true 

and what’s false in a country as baka as ours” (139)? 

6. What does Miami represent to Beli? How is the Gangster’s view of Miami different from Beli’s 

(140)? 

7. What is interesting about the fact that the person responsible for beating Beli is the Gangster’s 

wife? 

8. What do you make of the fact that one of the Elvises didn’t have a face (141)? 

9. Why is it significant that the sugar cane fields existed 180 years in the past (146)? 

10. What’s significant about the line “it’s not something she talked about,” in terms of how this story 

is being related to us (147)? 

11. Is the mongoose real (149)? If so, how is that possible (in the universe of this novel)? If not, what 

is it?  

12. What is the significance of the fact that the Mongoose accompanied humanity out of Africa 

(footnote on 151)? 

13. What does the debate over fuku vs. zafa reveal about the nature of curses vs. blessings? What 

questions does it raise about how fuku and zafa play into the rest of the novel? If we leave aside 

the supernatural definition, what is fuku and/or zafa (152)?  

14. What is significant about La Inca’s dream (154)? 

15. What is noteworthy about the footnote detailing Trujillo’s assassination (154-155)? 

16. What do you make of the narrator’s constant references to J.R.R. Tolkien books (156)? 

17. What is the significance of La Inca’s hair turning white (156)? 

18. What is the shadow that La Inca sees over Beli’s shoulder (157)? 

19. What is noteworthy about La Inca’s perception of New York (158)? 

20. Why is it significant that the Gangster’s wife’s henchmen are referred to as “The Elvises” (159)? 

21. Why does Inca want Beli to remember that her father was a doctor and her mother was a nurse 

(159)? 

22. What is the narrator warning Beli of in the paragraph that starts with “Oh, Beli…” (160)? 

23. Locate one example of Beli being subtly reminded of her racial characteristics in her meeting 

with the Gangster (162).  

24. How does Beli’s vow to be a new person fit into some of the greater themes in the novel (163)? 

25. Why does La Inca keep repeating to Beli that she’s the daughter of a doctor and a nurse (163)?  

26. What does Beli mean when she says that she’s going to Never-never land (163)?  

27. Pages 164-165 mention dreams, both literal and figurative. What deeper significance can you find 

in any of these dreams, or of the fact the idea of dreams are figured so prominently in these 

pages?   

28. What does Beli mean when she says, “I’ve already seen it” on page 165? What’s significant about 

the way she says it? 


