
The Brief, Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao: The first hundred pages 

Present the following information as a Powerpoint presentation.  

If time permits, you will present your presentation to the class. 

 

Character analysis. 

 

The situation: Pretend you are a psychoanalyst, and you have been assigned one of the three main characters 

(Oscar, Lola, or Beli) as a case study. Answer as many of the the following questions about the character as you have 

time to. For each question: 

 

• Find a citation from the appropriate chapter that helps answer the question. Make sure the citation is long and 

meaty enough to give you something meaningful to say about it.  

• If the citation references a famous person or character, include an image of this famous person or character.  

• Make a short note about what this citation tells us about the character.  

 

1. Describe the character’s personality.  

2. How would you describe the character, physically? If they are compared to a famous person or character, 

post an image of this famous person or character.  

3. What is the character’s desire? What does the character want, more than anything in the world? 

4. What is the character’s special skill? What does he or she do better than anyone else? 

5. What is the character’s greatest flaw? What obstacle is standing in the way of the character getting what he or 

she wants? This could be an interior or an exterior obstacle. 

6. What concrete goal is the character trying to achieve? In other words, what is their quest? 

7. How does the character either change in this chapter, or how do they wish to change?  

 

Discovering the dominant theme. 

 

The situation: Pretend you are at a conference of literary scholars. The title of the conference is “What holds a 

novel together?” You are attempting to understand how something so long as a novel can feel like one unified piece of 

art. You are attempting to answer this question through the case study of The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao. 

 

These first three chapters tell three different stories. The question then arises: what is the thread that holds this novel 

together (so far)? Below is a list of themes. In your group, you will be assigned one theme. Your task is to argue that 

this theme is one dominant idea that is common to all three chapters so far, and is the one that holds the novel 

together.  

 

• Find a citation that shows how this theme manifests itself for one of the characters (Oscar or Lola or Beli). 

Make sure the citation is long and meaty enough to give you something meaningful to say about it.  

• If the citation references a famous person or character, include an image of this famous person or character 

• Make a short note about what this citations tells us about this theme. 

• Repeat for one the other character(s). When you have at least one for each character, find another one for a 

character you’ve already discussed. Etc. Find as many citations as you can in the time permitted.  

 

Themes: 

 

1. Desire (sexual, restlessness, etc.) 

2. Change (physical, emotional, strengths becoming weaknesses) 

3. Fukú (is there a curse on this family?) 

4. Gender roles (what’s expected of boys vs. girls) 

5. Imagination (fantasy vs. reality) 

6. Escape 

7. Love 

 


