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PERSONALITY

• “Perhaps if like me he’d been able to hide his otakuness maybe shit would have been easier for 
him, but he couldn’t. Dude wore his nerdiness like a Jedi wore his lightsaber or a Lensman her 
lens. Couldn’t have passed as normal if he wanted to. Oscar was a social introvert who 
trembled with fear during gym class and watched nerd British shows like Doctor Who and 
Blake’s 7, and could tell you the difference between a Veritech fighter and a Zentraedi walker, 
and he used a lot of huge-sounding nerd words like indefatigable and ubiquitous when talking to 
niggers who would barely graduate from high school” (21, 22).



REFERENCES

• Otakuness: a Japanese term for people with obsessive interests, commonly the manga and 
anime fandom (Wikipedia)

• Zentraedi: a fictional, militaristic race of alien, humanoid giants who are often the main 
antagonist in The Super Dimension Fortress Macross (1982) anime series

• Veritech fighter



HOW THESE CONTRIBUTE TO 
OSCAR’S CHARACTER
• His interests alienate him because no one else shares them

• He is really invested in them; they are a part of him

• “Wore his nerdiness like a Jedi wore his lightsaber” He is not ashamed of what he likes, or at 
least he is not afraid to show his nerdiness in public

• Because he is a dedicated reader, he has a higher intelligence (and a larger vocabulary) which 
separates him from the typical Dominican man 

• He is sensitive, also unlike the typical Dominican man, and is a social introvert



PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

• Oscar “wore his semi-kink hair in a Puerto Rican afro, rocked 
enormous Section 8 glasses… sported an unappealing trace of 
mustache on his upper lip and possessed a pair of close-set eyes that 
made him look somewhat retarded. The Eyes of Mingus” (20).

• Reference to Charles Mingus, a jazz/blues musician with close-set eyes

• As a sophomore, Oscar weighed 245lbs, and to his family he became 
the “neighborhood pariguayo” (19).

• Pariguayo: the person who is alone at the party



OSCAR’S OBSTACLE
• “His affection—the gravitational mass of love, fear, longing, desire, and lust that he directed at 

any and every girl in the vicinity without regard to looks, age, or availability—broke his heart 
each and every day. Despite the fact that he considered it this huge sputtering force, it was 
actually like a ghost because no girl ever really seemed to notice it…He cried often for his 
love of some girl or another. Cried in the bathroom, where nobody could hear him” (23, 24). 

• Because Oscar does not fit the expectations of the typical Dominican player, he is unable to 
see himself as attractive or desirable, which cripples his confidence

• He is constantly being told he is ugly and fat by his sister, uncle and other relatives, as well as 
his friends, so over the years he comes to believe it himself

• Although some aspects of his appearance may hurt his chances from getting a girl, his 
confidence level is the main thing holding him back



OSCAR’S OBSTACLE (CONT…)

• He has tried to change in the past (“He tried a couple of times to exercise, leg lifts, sit-ups, 
walks around the block in the early morning, that sort of thing, but he would notice how 
everybody else had a girl but him and would despair, plunging back into eating, Penthouses, 
designing dungeons, and self-pity”), but his new regimen falls apart when he thinks about how 
he’ll never have a girl and begins to pity himself again



LOLA’S CHARACTER
Angelo Bergamin, Martika Vilar, Denisha Fleury: Mac D



1. Personality
◦ “Oscar, Lola, warned repeatedly, you’re going to die a virgin unless you start 

changing” (25). 
◦ Lola is very straight forward with everyone.
◦ She tries to honestly guide her brother, because she’s scared he ends up alone. She 

loves her brother dearly.
◦ “She shaved her head down to the bone, Sinead-style, now everybody including her 

mother, was convinced she turned into lesbiana”(37).



2. Physical
◦ “Her girls were not too smart but they were fine as shit: the sort of hot-as-balls Latinas 

who only dates weight-lifting morenos or Latino cats with guns in their cribs. They were 
all on the volleyball team together and tall and fit as colts and when they went for runs 
it was what the track team might look like in terrorist heaven” (26). 

“She shaved her head down to the bone, Sinead-style”
Lola looks her mother in many ways:
-her green eyes 
-Dark skin
-Same figure besides her breasts



3. Desire
◦ “By then I had this plan. I was going to convince my brother to run away with me. My 

plan was we would go to Dublin. I had met a bunch of Irish guys on the boardwalk and 
they had sold me on their country. I would become a background singer U2 and both 
Bono and the drummer would fall in love with me, and Oscar could become the 
Dominican James Joyce. I really believed it would happen too. That’s how deluded I 
was by then” (68).

◦ She desires leaving her home. She wants to keep her brother around. She loves Oscar 
tenderly. 



Analysis of Beli
Justin, Brandon, Simon and Sam (The John Cena Silly Putty Architect)



Describe Beli’s personality

u Very threatening

“The next day my mother threw the wig at me. You’re going to wear this. You’re 

going to wear it ever day. And if I see you without it on I’m going to kill you”

u Stubborn

“[…]. But she’d forgotten that our girl had been a criada in her first life; for half 

her years she’d know nothing but work.” (104)

u Violent

“I’d seen her slap grown men, push white officers onto their asses…” (59)

u Rude

“You said something off-color about off-color about her shoes and she brought 

up the fact that you had a slow eye and danced like a goat with a rock stuck in 

its ass (83)”



Beli’s physical appearnce

u Dark skin

“You black, she she said, fingering Beli’s thin forearm. Black black.” (84)

u Large butt

“And what about that super-sonic culo…” (92)

u Large breasts

“She had the Breasts of Luba (36DDD).” (92)

u Worn down (as adult)

“She was on ground, bald as a baby, crying…” (70)

“She looked so thin and worn, almost like a hag…” (69)



Beli’s Desires

u Wanting boys

“Our girl was straight boycrazy” (88)

“She stared at the young bravos on the bus, secretly kissed the bread of the 
buenmosos who frequented the bakery, sang to herself all those beautiful Cuban 
love songs.” (88)

“[…] Beli had longed, hungered, for a chance to be in love and to be loved 
back…” (126) 



Beli’s Skill

u Dominance

u Persistence



THEME:CHANGE
Avishek Paul, Lenz Layug



Lola’s perspective

■ “I tried to keep it down but it just flooded through all my quiet 
spaces. It was a message more than a feeling, a message that 
tolled like a bell: change, change, change. It didn’t happen 
overnight. Yes, the wilderness was in me, yes it kept my heart 
beating fast all the long day, yes it danced around me while I 
walked down the street, yes it let me look boys straight in the face 
when they stared at me, yes it turned my laugh from a cough into 
a long wild fever, but I was still scared” (58)



Ruby Rose

■ Source: http://www.totalbeauty.com/content/slideshows/youll-barely-recognize-ruby-rose-long-hair-170111/page6

■ http://lucidohairstudio.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/ruby-rose.jpg



■ It started when Lola was twelve, and she knew that her 
mother was sick. She starts to feel a certain wilderness in 
herself. She has been following her mother lifestyle, but she 
doesn’t want to be this kind of daughter. So, in this quote, 
change is starting to go in her mind. Change was something 
that she tried to resist however as she grew up, it was 
harder for Lola to fight change as it was something part of 
her. It’s like a snowball rolling down the hill growing bigger 
and bigger and much harder to stop



Beli
■ “Beli was transformed almost overnight into an underage stunner, and 

if Trujillo had not been on his last erections he probably would have 
gunned for her like he’d been rumored to have gunned for her poor 
dead sister. For the record, that summer  our girl caught a cuerpazo so 
berserk that only a pornographer or a comic book artist could have 
designed it with a clear conscience. Every neighborhood has its tetua, 
but Beli could have put them all to shame, she was La TeTua
Suprema: her tetas were globes so implausibly titanic they made 
generous souls pity their bearer and drove every straight male in their 
vicinity to reevaluate his sorry life. She had the breasts of Luba 
(36DDD). And what about this supersonic culo that could tear words 
right out of niggers’ mouths pull windows from out their motherfucking 
frames?” (91-92).



■ “transformed almost overnight “ – her physical change happened very quickly.

■ All these words describes how big or intense the change Beli had after summer 
break. Also, the author used hyperbole in describing the appearance of Beli:

1. “not been on his last erections he probably would have”
2. “Every neighborhood “
3. “was La TeTua Suprema: “
4. “titanic”
5. “breats of Luba (36DDD).”





ESCAPE THEME IN
THE BRIEF WONDEROUS LIFE OF OSCAR 

WAO
Sahar Jaleel, Michaela Teolis, 
Pamela Rochefort



ESCAPE

Oscar is trying to escape from his past
Escaping by reading comics and writing after 
the breakup with his girlfriends. Hes entered 
his nerd word of isolation.



QUOTE #1

Oscar was a social introvert who trembeled with 
fear during gym class and watched nerd British 
shows like doctor who and Blake,s 7 , and could tell 
you the difference between  a Vertech fighter and a 
Zentraedi walker, and he used a lot of huge-
sounding nerd words like indefatigable and 
ubiquitous when talking to niggers  who would 
barely graduate from high school. (Page 22)



HIS WAY OF EXPRESSING HIMSELF
Social introvert who trembled with fear: His old self of 
the desired macho domnican is gone after his self 
esteem was shot. Due to his embarrassment of his 
failure, he escaped into a more comfortable reality of 
british tv shows and comic books.
Watched nerd british Tv shows: He is also escaping his 
Dominican culture and identity, watching British TV 
shows. It is almost as If he is escaping the expectations 
set out for him by his own culture by exploring another 
one.





QUOTE #2

How had the breakup affected Olga? What he 
really was asking was: How had the breakup 
affected Oscar? (Page16)



WHAT TRIGGERED HIS ESCAPE

- Olga and Oscar share many similarities in terms 
of ways of coping.
- They both experienced difficult heartbreaks
- They were not able to cope the reality of things 
- Oscar: gained a lot of weight and escaped his 
reality by becoming social introvert



LOLA

- Bad relationship with her mother 
- She feels that her mother does not care
- violent with her
- She is trying to find a way to escape her reality and not 
have to deal with her mothers negative attitude towards her 
and life in general.
- Perfect opportunity came toward her when her boyfriend 
who is older and lives further away asked her to come and 
live with him



QUOTE

That was the last thing I did for her. The next morning 
I was on the bus bound for the Shore. One bag, two 
hundred dollars in tips […] I didn’t write them a note. 
That’s how much I hated them. Her. (page 65)
- We are able to see the hatred she has towards 
her mother.
- She doesn’t even bother to say her name she is 
referring to mother as her



Gender Roles
The Oscar WOWs: Emily, Jessica, Isabelle, Kaylyn



“Please, I want to stay, he would beg his mother, 
but she shoved him out – You ain’t a woman  to 
be staying in the house” (22).

- This depicts the traditional idea that women are supposed to stay at home while the men 
go out 

- It is interesting to hear this from a women
- The mother grew up with this notion and therefore sees it as the norm rather than a 

problem like in today’s society 
- This also demonstrates the stigma around men showing any sort of femininity 
- Oscar truly wants to do his own thing rather than forcing himself to be macho and fit in 

with the expectations of the culture
- Similar to how the women are being confined to staying inside, Oscar puts himself in a 

position that he doesn’t feel comfortable in, in order to conform. 
- In comparison to Lola, Oscar is more submissive by doing what his mother says 



• Women are supposed to be seen not heard 

• The fact that she was eight years old when this happened demonstrates how 
early on these roles are being enforced 

• The women are expected to repress their emotions in order to prevent any 
trouble or difficult situation 

• Treated as an accessory to men, they don’t have a voice in their relationships

• ”Clenched my legs” provides a powerful imagery, depicts the fear and discomfort 
she feels 

“When that thing happened to me when I was eight and I 
finally told her what he had done, she told me to shut my 
mouth and stop crying, and I did exactly that, I shut my 
mouth and clenched my legs, and my mind, and within a 
year I couldn’t have told you what that neighbour looked 
like, or even his name” (57).



“Had none of the Higher Powers of your typical Dominican 
male, couldn’t have pulled a girl if his life depended on it. 
Couldn’t play sports for shit, or dominoes, was beyond 
uncoordinated, threw a ball like girl” (19-20). 

-

- Implies that the Dominican men are supposed to have these 
powers that are above those of the women 

- Sets a standard for the qualities of Dominican males, or men 
in general. For example, they have to be strong, good at sports
and good-looking.

- Continually referred throughout the story, what exactly 
defines the “typical” Dominican male?

- The ability for a man to get a girl is a huge part of reaching 
that standard 

- Insulting to be compared to a girl 



“By the undeniable concreteness of her desirability which 
was, in its own way, Power” (94).

“Why would God give you that burden in this country of all 
places” (94).

• Context: Beli suddenly develops into what’s considered to be a beautiful woman

• A woman only feels powerful once she feels that a man desires her

• This shows how depended they are on men 

• She only feels comfortable with herself once she knows she’s wanted

• The significance of Power (capitalized) 

• Women are only valued if they're beautiful

• The significant focus on their appearances 

• Women have to be beautiful but are also expected to be modest – contradiction

• As if women are responsible for their own misfortune by what they wear and how they present 
themselves 



FUKU
Marie-Claude Champoux, Sindy Ann Fernando, Huikun Zhang



Oscar’s curse on love
◦ ‘‘Every Dominican family has stories about crazy loves, about niggers who take love too

far, (maybe to the point of loosing common sense? )and Oscar’s family was no 

different. […] And now it seemed that it was Oscar’s turn. (It seems that everybody in 

the family is going to go trough this ’ritual’) Welcome to the family, his sister said in a 

dream. The real family ’’(45). (you’re only part of the family once you actually

experience bad luck in love)

◦ - There is definitely fuku in the family in terms of love, in previous pages, it explains that

every member of the family has gone through it.



Oscar demonstrates the power of belief

◦ ’’I’ve waited forever to be in love, he wrote his sister. How many times I thought this is

never going to happen to me’’ (47). 

◦ He thought it was never going to happen to him.

◦ We can see that because he believes it, it actually never happens.

◦ ’’He wanted to blame the books, the sci-fi, but he couldn’t…’’ (50)

◦ He’s looking for something to blame instead of looking into his beliefs. In fact, the only 

thing to blame is his belief in Fuku.



Lola’s curse on love
◦ ‘‘Lola had just broken up with her boyfriend for like the tenth time, (even if you try to 

get rid of the fuku, it’s there to stay) but even Oscar, in his condition, knew they would

be back together in no time at all’’ (48).

◦ - Even if Lola tries to fight back the Fuku, it won’t go away and it is there to stay. She

tries to fight back by getting back with her boyfriend everytime they break up but Fuku

is stronger than anything and it will persist by trying to break them apart.



What is the fuku of love?
◦ Maybe the fuku exists because the Dominican culture stronly believes in it?

◦ Maybe it has power only when you believe in it?

◦ Maybe the belief of fuku is actually the fuku itself?

◦ If the Oscar’s family believe that there is a curse on love, then a curse is going to happen.

◦ The fuku is relevant to the theme of fate and free will because it demonstrates that Oscar’s

fate is defined by how he looks while he desires to be with someone. 

◦ In Lola’s case, she wants to be with her boyfriend but since she believes that fate is stronger

than anything, they keep breaking up.



Nareh, Charlotte, Leaticia and Mireille



§ “By then I had this plan. I was going to convince my brother to run away with me. 

My plan was that we would go to Dublin. I had met a bunch of Irish guys on the 

boardwalk and they had sold me on their country. I would become a backup singer 

for U2, an both Bono and the drummer would fall in love with me, and Oscar could 

become the Dominican James Joyce. I really believed it would happen too. That’s 

how deluded I was by then” (Diaz 68)



§ Lola was unhappy at home and wanted to change things by running away and live 
with Aldo. Once she was there, she realized that this was not the life she wanted 
and she was also unhappy in that situation. 

§ Lola desires a family. She wants to be with people that care about her and she 
realized that Aldo did not. This is why she wants Oscar to run away with her; he 
knows her and cares about her. 

§ Because of her past, Lola has never allowed herself to be happy. This is why she 
calls herself deluded for believing that she could run off to Dublin and have the life 
she wants. 



§ “I had this plan” : She has a desire for change because she is unhappy with her 
situation. 

§ “run away with me” : She wants Oscar to be with her because he cares about her 
and he knows her. 

§ “fall in love” : She desperately wants someone to truly love her. Because of her 
previous relationships, she settles for guys who don’t respect and love her. 

§ “Dominican James Joyce”: Once again there is a reference to their origin. It is as if 
Oscar cannot escape these stereotypes of who he is meant to be.

§ “I really believed it would happen too. That’s how deluded I was”: She doesn’t 
believe something that good could happen to her because she doesn’t think she 
deserves it. This could come from her mother who always crushed her dreams and 
made her think she was worthless. 



U2, Irish rock band from Dublin formed in 
1976

James Joyce, Irish 
novelist

Bono, lead vocalist of U2



§ “In the old days when his so-called friends would hurt him or drag his trust through 
the mud he always crawled voluntarily back into the abuse, out of fear and 
loneliness, something he’d always hated himself for, but not this time. If there 
existed in his high school years any one moment he took pride in it was clearly this 
one. Even told his sister about it during her next visit. She said, Way to go, O! He’d 
finally showed some backbone, hence some pride, and although it hurt, it felt 
motherfucking good.” (Diaz 33)



Love
By	Kyle	Smith	and	Cassandra	Dussault

Group	Name:	The		misfits	



Oscar

Oscar	first	manifested	love	at	a	very	young	age	“One	of	those	preschool	

lover	boys	who	was	always	trying	to	kiss	the	girls,	always	coming	up	

behind	them	during	a	merengue	and	giving	them	the	pelvic	pump,	the	

first	nigger	to	learn	the	perrito and	the	one	who	danced	it	any	chance	

he	got”	(11).	



• “His	affection	– that	gravitational	mass	of	love,	fear,	longing,	desire,	

and	lust	that	he	desired	at	any	and	every	girl	in	the	vicinity	without	

regard	to	looks,	age,	or	availability	– broke	his	heart	each	and	every	

day”	(23).



Analysis

• He	fell	in	love	with	every	girl	he	ever	saw,	because	he	desperately	is	in	
need	of	love	and	affection	and	since	no	girl	wants	to	give	him	some,	

his	heart	was	broken	every	day	and	he	remotely	lowered	his	

standards.	

• He	is	very	sensitive,	naive,	immature	although,	he	is	a	very	romantic	

character	who	is	just	willing	to	find	love.



• “Poor	Oscar.	Without	even	realizing	it	he	had	fallen	into	one	of	those	

lets	be	friends	vortexes,	the	bane	of	nerdyboys everywhere.	These	

relationships	were	love’s	version	of	a	stay	in	the	stocks,	in	you	go,	

plenty	of	misery	guaranteed	and	what	you	got	out	of	it	besides	

bitterness	and	heartbreak	nobody	knows”	(41).



Imagination	(reality	vs	fantasy)
Solid	Effort	– Chad	Levett,	Andy	Nhieu,	Luka	Vaguidov,	Emilie	Cohen



Lola

• “I	even	started	dreaming	about	my	mother,	except	in	my	dreams	she	
was	a	little	girl,	and	I	mean	really	little;	I	could	hold	her	in	the	palm	of	
my	hand	and	she	was	trying	to	say	something.	I	would	put	her	right	
up	to	my	ear	and	I	still	couldn’t	hear”	(66).



Lola	Analysis

• How	it	relates	to	the	theme	of	imagination:	Lola	imagines	having	the	
control	of	her	mother	that	she	knows	she’ll	never	have.	
• In	this	passage,	we	see	a	reversal	of	roles	where	the	daughter	is	more	
in	control	of	her	mother	whereas	in	reality	it	is	the	opposite.	



Oscar

• “In	his	dreams	he	was	either	saving	them	from	aliens	or	he	was	
returning	to	the	neighborhood,	rich	and	famous-It’s	him!	The	
Dominican	Stephen	King!-and	then	Marisol	would	appear,	carrying	
one	each	of	his	books	for	him	to	sign.	Please,	Oscar,	marry	me.	Oscar,	
drolly:	I’m	sorry,	Marisol,	I	don’t	marry	ignorant	bitches.	(But	then	of	
course	he	would.)”	(27).	



Oscar	Analysis

• How	it	relates	to	the	theme:	Oscar	is	dreaming	and	imagines	himself	
in	a	place	that	he	desires	to	be	in	but	is	put	back	in	reality.	The	last	
part	of	the	citation	“But	then	of	course	he	would”	puts	it	back	into	a	
realistic	perspective.
• The	realistic	perspective	is	that	he	is	not	who	he’s	trying	to	be	and	is	
not	better	than	her,	nor	would	he	ever	pass	up	on	the	opportunity	to	
marry	“ignorant	bitches”.	



Beli

• “	In	her	favorite	María Montez	daydream,	a	dashing	European	of	the	
Jean	Pierre	Aumont variety	(	who	happened	to	look	exactly	like	Jack	
Pujols)	would	catch	sight	of	her	in	the	bakery	and	fall	madly	in	love	
with	her	and	sweep	her	off	to	his	château	in	France”	(87).	



Beli Analysis

• How	it	relates	to	the	theme:	She	imagines	her	fairy	tale	ending	but	in	
reality	she	doesn’t	have	that,	as	we	see	she	works	2	jobs,	her	
husband	left	her,	her	kids	don’t	live	up	to	her	expectations	and	she	
has	cancer.		



Summary

• As	we	can	see,	what	these	characters	have	in	common	is	their	
tendency	to	have	fantasies	about	where	they	want	to	be	versus	
where	they	are	in	reality,	which	is	not	a	happy	place.	


