
Novel Assignment: Instructions for Proposal/Rough Draft 

Contemporary American Fiction, Fall 2017 

For your proposal, you’ll submit a two page document. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is what your proposal should answer (It’s basically same criteria as for your written text, 

except I’ve changed the verbs from present to future): 

 

o What will your creative piece be? 
o What aspects of the novel will you be representing? One scene? One character? 

The novel as a whole? 
o How will your piece shed light on one specific theme or motif in the novel? What 

is that theme or motif? 
o How will your piece fit into the thematic framework of your team web site? 
o Optional: it can be helpful to come up with a kind of “thesis statement,” or main 

point that your piece is trying to make. If this is helpful, do it. If not, skip it.  
 

You have a choice of how to complete this: 

 

 

 Write two pages, answering the above questions. Think of it as a  
rough draft of your written text.  

 

 

 

 
 1st page:  

o answer as many of the above questions as possible. Think of 
this as a partial rough draft of your written text.  

 2nd page: 
o Draw a rough sketch. This can work for a visual medium 

(drawing, painting, comic), or a video medium (storyboard).  
o If you’re working in a creative writing medium, write the first 

page of your piece.  
 

 

 

 

 If you’re planning to write an essay, write a two page partial rough  
draft of your essay. 

 

 

 

You can think of your proposal as a rough draft of the two-page written text 

that has to accompany your creative piece.  

 

Option 1 

Option 2 

Option 3 
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Total: 5 marks: 

 

 You’ve produced two pages, double spaced (either two pages of writing, or one page of 
writing and one sketch/rough draft). (2 marks) 

 You are considering meaningful thematic concerns in the novel. Your line of thinking is 
demonstrating that you’re thinking about one aspect of the novel in a specific way. (3 
marks) 

 

 

 Your proposal is due in class on Monday, November 20. 

 Please hand in a double spaced hard copy. 

 In case of printer failure, email me the proposal before class on Nov. 20, and give 

me a hard copy at a later date. 

 Late proposals will be deduced 5% per day. 

 

Note: your rough draft is due before the final 60 pages of the novel are assigned. This is not 

really a problem: you’ll have read enough to give you a clear idea of what you want to do. Just, 

be open to modifying your project as you go, making sure to keep the last 50 pages of the 

novel in mind.  

Grading 

 


