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We have ten classes left in the semester. I would like for us 
to embark on a journey to create something meaningful that 
you guys can get involved in and be proud of. I want to take 

advantage of the unique layout of this room to do something magical. I would like for you to 
leave this class with a tangible product that you can show to other people. I would like for you 
to get deeply involved with Oscar Wao in a meaningful and genuine way. I would like for you to 
use your unique skills to create something that only you can create. I want you to care about 
your project. 
 
Of course, there can be a gap between what we want and what actually happens. We shall 
see.  
 

 
Your web site will be the online home for your individual 
projects. But, I envision it as more than a simple storage 
space. I think of it more as a place where visitors can meet 
and interact with your work, where a conversation about the 

novel can take place, where visitors can lose themselves in a world of art, ideas, and images. 
A place where those seeking a deeper understanding of The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar 
Wao will be dazzled, entertained, and informed. Think of your web site as an art gallery, or a 
comfortable living room, or an old-timey study, or a conference room, or a public park, or a 
space station. You are entirely responsible for designing the space and visitor’s experiences 
(within the limits of Wordpress, of course).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The word is just a starting point. The word can be taken anywhere. This is meant to inspire a 
direction, not to limit you. Let’s say, for example, that you were writing an essay about urban 
development. And, let’s say you were given the word “car”. “Car” can lead you in many 
different directions: traffic, pollution, consumerism, safety, road rage, racing, recklessness, 
drinking and driving, traffic signals, infrastructure, roads, technology, road trips, parking 
spaces, manufacturing, sales, marketing, noise pollution, imports/exports, and so on. The point 
of the word is to open your possibilities, not close them.  
 
 
 

What Jeff has in mind 

Team Product: 
Create and design a web site 

This is how I envision this working: As a class, we will come up with a list of 
ten words that you think evoke ideas, images, characters, feelings, themes, or 
motifs in Oscar Wao. Your group will randomly be assigned one word. You 
must then use that word as inspiration for the content of your web site. This 
means both the overall theme of your web site, as well as your individual work. 
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The web site is not meant to merely be a repository for your individual work. It is mean to be a 
living space where all of your individual work can interact and complement each other. Think of 
the following things as you design your site: 

 

• Look and feel: theme, colours, font, menus, etc. Wordpress is highly customizable. 

• How can you design a site that replicates the feel of Oscar Wao? 

• Consider using a variety of different mediums in your individual work. 

• Should visitors experience each individual piece in a specific order? 

• How can each piece be demonstrated to highlight its impact? 

• Can certain pieces be experienced simultaneously? (music and visual art, for example) 

• How can you use multimodality: photos, video, hyperlinks, etc.? You can use any 
source you like, as long as you cite it. 

• How can you maintain a sense of unity throughout the 4 or 5 pieces on your site? 

• How can you divide up the tasks equally among your group members? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You are brilliant. 
 
Just wanted to get that out of the way. Whether you believe it or not, you are. The reasoning 
behind a creative product is this: some people express themselves best in writing. But, some 
people don’t. Some people express themselves best through drawing. Some people express 
themselves best through painting. Dance. Music. Comedy. Photographic. Graphic design. 
Film. Writing fiction. Etc. The skills we possess in this class are varied and powerful. I want you 
to come at this assignment with whatever skill you feel best equipped to express yourself with. 
I want to give you an opportunity to use your strengths. Your special skill.  
 
I want you to shows your own unique understanding and analysis of Oscar Wao through a 
medium that works for you.  
 
The spirit of the creative product is similar to what I asked you to do in your short story review. 
I asked you to identify a theme in the story, and write an essay analyzing that theme. Now, 
instead of writing an essay, you’ll be analyzing that theme through a different medium.  
 

How will you develop a unifying theme  
for web site based on the word you were given? 
 

Individual Product:  
Produce a creative product and a written text 

 

Creative Product 
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Your creative piece could, also, focus on a specific scene in the novel. You could attempt to 
provide an impression of this scene in the medium you’ve chosen.  
 
If you create something plastic (3-dimensional, like a painting, sculpture, etc.), then you will 
have to actually create the piece and take photos of it to put up on your group’s web site. 
 
Here are some more detailed examples of things you could do. This is by no means an 
exhaustive list. The possibilities are as vast as your imagination. 
 

• Visual arts: Create a short graphic novel in which you illustrate a scene from the novel; 
create a painting that depicts a scene; design a new cover, design a poster for a movie 
version, etc. 

• Sound: create and record a soundscape to musically reflect the mood in a particular 
scene (or of a specific work in general); create and record a song that might be playing 
in the background of a particular scene; create and record a song from the perspective 
of a particular character, etc. 

• Video: Recreate a scene; create a trailer for a movie version, etc. (you may work 
collaboratively if you work in film, please speak to me first if you’d like to do this); a 
video review, etc. Be careful: films shot on smartphones look great, but sound terrible. If 
you choose the film option, consider borrowing some decent sound equipment or 
recording sound separately.  

• Dance: an interpretation of a scene, etc. You can film this. (you may work 
collaboratively on this as well, with my permission).  

• Other options: Get creative. A recipe? A cookbook? An advertisement? A book cover? 
A DVD cover for a movie version? A character years later speaking to his younger self? 
There is plenty of room for play with this project.  

• Writing: Rewrite a scene from a different character’s perspective; create a new scene 
involving characters from the story; etc. 

• Write an essay: Do you just love writing essays? Go for it. Essays are as creative as 
any other medium 

 
 
 
  
 

• A mix of different mediums. Having four paintings, for example, will make your web site 
less dynamic 

• How each piece on your web site compliments the other pieces. How do they work 
together to create an overall effect? 

• How will your piece engage with the theme/motif of your web site? 
 
Important note: I am, in no way, grading your creative piece on “artistic talent.” More on 
grading below. 
 
 
 

Always keep the web site in mind! 
You want to try to have: 
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Remember how we opened our discussion of the novel: by looking at some key words and 
researching current events that they made us think of. Consider the option of linking your 
creative work to some relevant current news item. This could add an interesting dynamic to 
your work, and add an extra level of meaning to your reading of the novel. Making a 
connection to a current news or world event is not mandatory, but it could be productive.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
The idea is for you to create your creative product by yourself, and collaborate with others on 
the blog. But, it is possible for you to collaborate on the creative product as well. Making a film, 
for example, is not a task that can be undertaken alone. So, you can work with other people on 
the creative product, with my permission. If you’d like to work as a team on the creative 
product, you must ask me by Monday, November 13, at the latest. Come and speak to me 
about it. You must sell me on why you need more than one person to create your creative 
product. I will decide on a case-by-case basis if I will allow it.  
 
 

 
Each creative piece must be accompanied by a written text. This text 
will essentially explain how, exactly, your piece sheds light on one 
specific theme or motif in the novel. It will tell your reader the analytical 
ideas or images you had in mind while creating it. It will essentially sell 

your piece to your audience as a worthwhile analytical representation of the novel. Here’s what 
I wrote in the short instructions: 
 

• The written text will explain the following: 
o What is your creative piece? 
o What aspects of the novel are you representing? One scene? One character? 

The novel as a whole? 
o How does your piece shed light on one specific theme or motif in the novel? 
o How does your piece fit into the thematic framework of your team web site? 
o The written text should be at least 500 words long.  

 
Think of it this way. I have to grade your piece. It’s really hard to grade creative work. Here’s 
where you will sell me on what you were thinking, and how your piece manages to 
demonstrate significant engagement with the novel.  
 

Written Text 

Consider the possibility of linking your work 
to a real world event  

 

Can more than one person work on an 
individual creative product?  
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Over the last 3 or 4 classes, each team will have some time to present their web site, and their 
creative pieces. There will also be time for people to interact with the pieces. The showcase is 
the final celebration of all the hard work you’ve done for this project, and all semester. It is the 
culmination of all your work, where people can experience your site and your creative work. It 
will be a blast.  

                                      
 
Here is the overall grade breakdown: 
 

• 5% rough draft/proposal (due Nov. 20. More specific info to follow) 

• 5% Peer evaluation 

• 5% Team work 

• 5% Showcase 

• 15% Final Draft 
 
All components combined are worth 35% of your final grade 
 
More detailed info on grading: 
 

 
This is essentially a rough draft of your Written text, described 
above + rough sketches / outline / first draft of Creative Product. 
 
 
You will grade your teammates’ participation and effort level. This 
is similar to the participation self-evaluation you completed near 
the mid-term. 
 
 
A grade given by me for the design of your site, as well as class 
activities uploaded completed by your team. 
 

 
A grade for being at all showcase days, being prepared to show 
your work, and attentively responding to other group’s work. 
 
 
A grade for your creative product and written text. I will NOT be 
grading for artistic talent. We will see if we can come up with 
grading criteria for this final draft together.  

Showcase 

Grading 
 

Rough Draft 
/Proposal (5%) 

Peer evaluation (5%) 

Team work (5%) 

Showcase (5%) 

Final Draft (15%) 


